We have shown analytically that when (22) holds, model (7) exhibits bi-stability between the clearance and chronic steady states, S 4 and S 5 , respectively. We investigated numerically the individual contributions of r A , θ and A 0 to the virus long-term dynamics. Since some parameters have synergistic/antagonistic effects, we derived long-term dynamics of V when two of model (7)'s parameters are varied. As seen in Fig. S1 , r A and p A complement each other, with virus clearance being maintained when the decrease of antigen-independent (-dependent) expansion rate r A (p A ) is compensated by an increase in the antigen-dependent (-independent) expansion rate p A (r A ). Conversely, the increase in the subvirus:virus ratio θ requires an increase in the antibody's carrying capacity, A m , for the clearance to be preserved (Fig. S2) .
. Tables 1 and 2 (median values).
We derived the sensitivity equations for model (7) with respect to q = {r A , p A } by formally differentiating each equation with respect to q. The resulting curves q dV dq give the effect on V when q is doubled [1] . We see that the effects of p A and r A are proportional with each other throughout the infection (see Fig. S3 ). Tables 1 and 2 (median values) . Model (7) assumes that the clearance rate of the virions bound to antibodies is four times higher than the clearance of the virus, i.e., c AV = 4c as in HIV infections [2] . Since the HIV is cleared more rapidly than HBV, the c AV to c ratios may be underestimated. We examined the effects of increasing c AV beyond 4c on the free virus population when we are the the clearance region given by equation (19) and A 5 > Γ in the main text. As seen in Fig. S4 increasing the clearance of subviral particles reduces the free virus concentration during the second phase decay. In particular, for c AV = 150c (Fig. S4 dotted line) the free virus during the second phase decay is 6.5-times lower than in the c AV = 4c case (Fig. S4 solid line) . 
